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New car market up 26.6% in March
· In March 397,383 new cars were registered, a 26.6% rise on a difficult March 2009.
· The positive influence of scrappage continued in March, accounting for 12.2% of registrations.

· Private buyers led growth, but fleet and business demand also improved.

· Growth across all sales types through Q1 2010 demonstrates underlying stability, which should sustain the post-scrappage market.
· Registrations of UK built cars rose 52.1% in March.
“The UK motor industry has enjoyed a better than anticipated first quarter of 2010,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive.  “A strong March performance was underpinned by the scrappage incentive and improving demand in the fleet sector.  The coming months will remain challenging and  headline registration numbers are expected to dip, but underlying demand will continue to improve slowly.” 
Change in monthly new car registrations by sales type, April 2009 to date
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	March
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2010
	397,383
	161,901
	231,910
	3,572
	212,443
	164,250
	20,690

	2009
	313,912
	136,200
	175,455
	2,257
	159,094
	135,809
	19,009

	% change
	26.6%
	18.9%
	32.2%
	58.3%
	33.5%
	20.9%
	8.8%

	Mkt share '10
	
	40.7%
	58.4%
	0.9%
	53.5%
	41.3%
	5.2%

	Mkt share '09
	
	43.4%
	55.9%
	0.7%
	50.7%
	43.3%
	6.1%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2010
	611,548
	251,136
	354,316
	6,096
	308,356
	272,516
	30,676

	2009
	480,358
	211,324
	265,818
	3,216
	223,839
	228,329
	28,190

	% change
	27.3%
	18.8%
	33.3%
	89.6%
	37.8%
	19.4%
	8.8%

	Mkt share '10
	
	41.1%
	57.9%
	1.0%
	50.4%
	44.6%
	5.0%

	Mkt share '09
	
	44.0%
	55.3%
	0.7%
	46.6%
	47.5%
	5.9%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Top ten best sellers
	March
	 
	 
	 
	Year-to-date

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	1
	Fiesta
	23,681
	
	1
	Fiesta
	35,802

	 
	2
	Focus
	17,989
	
	2
	Focus
	27,977

	 
	3
	Astra
	15,326
	
	3
	Corsa
	23,267

	 
	4
	Corsa
	15,088
	
	4
	Astra
	22,925

	 
	5
	Golf
	9,976
	
	5
	Golf
	16,950

	 
	6
	207
	8,926
	
	6
	Polo
	15,187

	 
	7
	Clio
	8,641
	
	7
	207
	14,201

	 
	8
	MINI
	7,919
	
	8
	Clio
	12,121

	 
	9
	Polo
	7,580
	
	9
	i10
	11,088

	 
	10
	Megané
	6,247
	 
	10
	MINI
	11,027


Market up 27.3% YTD and demonstrates growth despite end of scrappage
· The new car market has maintained strong growth in each of the past nine months, following the introduction of the Scrappage Incentive Scheme.

· Volumes in March jumped 83,471 from the low of last year. March is typically the largest volume month of the year, averaging 418,404 registrations and accounting for 17.8% of the annual market since 1999 (when the twice yearly plate change started).
· The Scrappage Incentive Scheme accounted for 12.2% of the March market and 14.4% over the first quarter. The scheme closed at the end of March and, while just under a further 20,000 units will be delivered in the coming months, the loss of the incentive and continued uncertainty over the economic setting are expected to result in a marginal decline in volumes over the remainder of the year.

· All sales types reported growth in March as they have through 2010.  Again, it was the private sector that posted the largest rise, up 33.5% in the month and 37.8% in quarter one.

· Most segments posted growth in March but the Mini segment recorded by far the strongest gain, up 90.3%.

· Ford’s Fiesta has been the best selling model in each month of 2010.



April 2010


The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail.  Top performers by range and UK penetration figures are also listed.  Providing SMMT is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted.


Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT.


April 2010 new car registration figures will be released at 9:00 am, 7 May 2010





Notes:


The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media.


The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy with £51 billion turnover and £10 billion value added. With over 800,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK exports and invests £1 billion each year in R&D. In the last ten years, huge strides have been made to reduce the environmental impact of its products throughout the life cycle.  Improvements in production processes mean energy used to produce cars is down 24%, water use is down 45% and 57% less waste enters landfill sites. Average car tailpipe CO2 emissions have also been slashed and are down 20% compared to 1999 levels.  For more details, download SMMT’s tenth annual Sustainability Report or annual facts booklet from the SMMT website �HYPERLINK "http://www.smmt.co.uk/publications"�www.smmt.co.uk/publications�.














